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This event celebrates the publication of the Handbook of East and Southeast Asian
Archaeology by inviting two editors of this volume, both of whom are prominent
scholars in the field of Asian Archaeology. Prof. John W. Olsen (University of
Arizona) will talk about his recent archaeological expeditions in Mongolia and
Tibet with a focus on Paleolithic archaeology in these regions. Professor Peter V.
Lape (University of Washington) will discuss social change in Island Southeast
Asia over the past 5000 years.

Abstracts
Junko Habu, Anthropology, UC Berkeley
The Handbook of East and Southeast Asian Archaeology consists of 42 chapters that reveal the
dynamism and vitality of archaeology in East and Southeast Asia. The discipline of archaeology

of this large and complex region has traditionally been viewed in the West as derivative; as if
eastern Eurasian archaeology consists of little more than descriptive culture histories nominally
interpreted by means of too little, too late adoption of Western theoretical paradigms. In fact, the
historical lack of easy access to international publication outlets has masked the fact that, in
many areas of East and Southeast Asia, the archaeological enterprise has been just as dynamic at
the theoretical level as it has been productive in the generation of archaeological data through
reconnaissance, survey, excavation, and analysis. Using Japanese archaeology as an example, I
argue how alternative theoretical perspectives and practices from Asian archaeology traditions
can enrich the discussion of world archaeology.
Neolithic networks and the origins of the spice trade in Island Southeast Asia
Peter V. Lape
Professor, Dept. of Anthropology
Curator of Archaeology, Burke Museum
University of Washington
Seattle, WA USA
Demand for spices was a key force in the development of global trade networks, merchant
capitalism and European colonialism in the early modern period. Two of these spices, nutmeg
and mace, grew on just a few small islands in what is now eastern Indonesia. Research on the
origins and development of this trade have been dominated by historians, but the earliest
documents related to this history are at most 800-900 years old.
Recent archaeological research has helped extend our understanding of the deeper origins of this
trade in eastern Indonesia to the early Neolithic period, 3500 years ago. Archaeological data also
provides glimpses into pre-Neolithic human seascapes in the region. This lecture will share this
new data, including the results of recent fieldwork in the central Maluku province of Indonesia.
The Initial Peopling of the Tibetan Plateau: An Archaeological Perspective
John W. Olsen
Regents’ Professor Emeritus & Executive Director
Je Tsongkhapa Endowment for Central and Inner Asian Archaeology
School of Anthropology
The University of Arizona
Although the antiquity of the human habitation of Central Asia, including Tibet, has been
the focus of speculation for more than eighty years, until recently archaeologists have
contributed little to a coordinated understanding of the demographic and cultural components of
this complex process.

Archaeological studies undertaken during the last decade in China and Tibet shed light on
the earliest prehistoric human occupation of the immense and ecologically varied Tibetan
Plateau, north of the Himalayan massif.
Current evidence suggests widespread habitation of this region at least as early as the
Last Glacial Maximum (roughly 18-22,000 years ago) with new data indicating a substantially
earlier, 30-40,000 year-old, human presence.
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